entertaining (much too strong a word for those of you who
have been down) visitors for about 20 of the weeks we've
been here. Many hours are spent on shore,meeting and.
talking to people to get a feel for the islands and what's
going on (we've discovered that bars are excellent for this,
but regardless of the side benefits, we've found this ex
periencing of the islands, and their differences to be
the most interesting and satisfying part of the trip).
And then there's reading (all kinds of things we wouldn't
have time for in a "normal" existence), swimming, snorkellng,
beachcombing or Just looking at a star-filled sky and
breathing clean air.
All in all, it's a very fine life that, whatever the future
holds, we shall treasure and be happy for always. Of course,
we are deprived of many of the benefits of civilized living—
the excitement of the big city(we haven't been burglarized
once since we left), the intellectual stimulation of living
through Watergate in our nation's capital, or the challenge
of maintaining one's sanity in the face of the odds presented
by modern living. We were both back in the States for a
brief period this fall and despite the fun of seeing friends
were not favorably impressed by the contrast of the old life
style with the new one.
But having said all that, we have not totally lost touch with
reality and are now facing the truth that this life cannot
ko on forever. We quickly decided that we like the Caribbean
and would like to stay here for longer than our savings will
last. Upon conducting a fair exploration of job and invest
ment possibilities, we discovered, not suprisingly, that the
market for intelligent, white foreigners, without concrete
skills or a lot of money, is not good. Certainly,there are
some high risk ventures we could get into, but given the
Caribbean's almost total dependence on the economic health
of the States and the rest of the world, the timing seems
wrong. So we have pretty much decided to spend a few months
here in the USVT, where we have our citizenship and fairly
sophisticated Institutional structures going for us, looking
for reasonable work. If we can't find what we are looking for,
we will probably sell back to the States in the late Spring.
We hoDe that this finds you all well and happy and that your
holidays will be joyous. Our Caribbth hoiiday.Jjvitation
still holds, but come fast before we sail off into the tfest
or our life becomes more constrained.

P.S. The cat has made it-adjusted to the boat and Finally
learned not to get seasick.

